
 

 

 

 

Restaurant Website Options — A Clear Comparison 
Understanding the differences between website builders and a 
semi-custom, ownership-first approach. 

Choosing how to build your restaurant’s website is an important decision. There are excellent tools 
available today from DIY website builders to professionally developed foundations like               
Orange Blossom Digital Studio. 

This guide outlines the key differences so you can make an informed decision based on your 
priorities, budget, and long-term goals. 

 

At a Glance 

Feature Wix Squarespace Orange Blossom 

Ownership & Handoff Hosted and locked in, no 
code export. 

Hosted with limited export 
options. 

You fully own your site 
code. Portable, 

version-controlled, and 
future-proof. 

Investment vs 
Subscription Ongoing monthly plan 

required. 
Annual subscription 
required to stay live. 

One-time investment — 
no recurring platform 
fees. Keep your site 

forever. 

Setup Effort DIY builders require time 
and learning. 

DIY setup; easier but still 
hands-on. 

Done-for-you — choose a 
template and send your 

content. 

Mobile Performance Separate mobile editing is 
often needed. 

Good baseline; can slow 
with heavy media. 

Fully responsive and 
optimized for real-world 

restaurant users. 

SEO & Accessibility Basic tools available; 
manual setup. 

Solid baseline SEO; limited 
control. 

Semantic, fast, and 
accessibility-first — built 

right from the start. 



 

 

 

 

What These Differences Actually Mean 

➔​ Ownership 

When you build on a hosted website builder, your site lives inside that platform’s ecosystem. You can 
manage content and design within their tools, but the underlying structure remains tied to that service. 

With Orange Blossom Digital Studio, you receive the full source code. You can host it wherever you 
choose, modify it with any developer in the future, and maintain complete independence. 

Ownership provides flexibility and long-term control. 

 

➔​ Cost Structure 

Website builders often appear inexpensive at first. Monthly or annual subscriptions can feel manageable 
— but over time, those recurring fees add up. 

A one-time investment model shifts the structure. Instead of paying continuously to keep your site live, 
you pay once for a professional build and maintain control over where and how it’s hosted. 

The best choice depends on how you view long-term cost and ownership. 

 

➔​ Time & Effort 

DIY builders are powerful tools. Many restaurant owners successfully build their own sites using them. 

However, they require time — and time is often the most limited resource in hospitality. 

A done-for-you approach removes the technical burden. You provide content. The build, setup, and 
launch are handled for you. 

 



 

 

 

 

Other Website Options to Consider 
There are additional platforms such as GoDaddy Website Builder, Shopify (for food brands), and 
various niche hospitality platforms. 

These tools can be appropriate depending on your needs, particularly if: 

●​ You prefer full DIY control. 
●​ You want deep integration with a specific ecosystem. 
●​ You need built-in e-commerce infrastructure. 
●​ You are comfortable managing updates yourself. 

Every business is different. The right choice depends on your priorities. 

 

Who Each Option Is Best For 
Website Builders (Wix, Squarespace, GoDaddy) 

Best for: 

●​ Owners who enjoy hands-on design. 
●​ Businesses comfortable with ongoing subscription costs. 
●​ Those who prefer managing updates themselves. 

 

Orange Blossom Digital Studio 

Best for: 

●​ Independent restaurants and food brands who value ownership. 
●​ Owners who prefer a structured, done-for-you process. 
●​ Businesses looking for a one-time investment instead of recurring platform fees. 
●​ Operators who want clarity and long-term flexibility. 



 

 

 

 

A Note on Hospitality 
Restaurants operate in organized chaos.  Your website should not. 

Regardless of which path you choose, the most important thing is that your online presence reflects 
your standards, your presentation, and the experience you offer your guests. 

If you value structure, clarity, and long-term ownership — and prefer not to manage the technical side 
yourself — Orange Blossom Digital Studio may be a strong fit. 

 

 

Next Steps 
If you’d like to discuss your restaurant’s goals, timeline, and priorities, I’d be glad to talk. 

Choosing the right foundation matters. 

Make sure it’s one you’re comfortable standing on. 

 

 

Thank you, 

Michael Studley 
Founder, Orange Blossom Digital Studio 
orange.blossom.digital.studio@gmail.com 


